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MINUTES OF THE AKELEY CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING 

HELD AT AKELEY CITY HALL 6:00PM, AUGUST 11TH, 2021 
 
The Akeley City Council met in a regular meeting Wednesday, August 11th, 2021. Mayor Brian Hitchcock called 
the meeting to order at 6:00pm.   
 
Council members present: Mayor Brian Hitchcock, Dan Riggs, Billy Krotzer, Nathan George, and Bobbie 
Wosika.  
Council members absent:  
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by the Council and attending audience.  
 
 
Consent Agenda: 

o Minutes from July 14th, 2021 Regular Meeting 
o Treasurer’s Report for July 
o Total disbursements including all automatic payments equaling $132,378.01 Check numbers #19527 to 

#19608. Voided check number #19546 due to misprint. Total receipts including all automatic deposits 
equaling $245,577.85. 

o Administration Finance Report for July 
o July Permits Issued – 0 
o Motion by Bobbie Wosika approving consent agenda, seconded by Billy Krotzer, passed.  

 
City Hall – Kristi Kath  

o The first installment of the $8,421.50 of Small Cities Assistance Program funds have been received. 
Akeley was awarded a total of $16,843. The balance to come in December. These funds must be used 
for highway, streets, and roads. There is no set timeline for its use, but it is recommended they be 
used within two years. We received $23,438.47 in American Rescue Plan funds. These funds are to be 
used for infrastructure and for expenses incurred by December 31st, 2024. 

o Resolution 15-2021 a resolution acknowledging the donations from Akeley Lions for the Akeley 
Community Projects Fund in the amount of $5,000.00. 

o Motion by Billy Krotzer to approve resolution 15-2021, seconded by Nathan George, 
passed. 

o Resolution 16-2021 is a resolution acknowledging the donations from the Akeley Regional Community 
Center and Shelter, Akeley Lions, and Enbridge for the Akeley National Night Out Event. 

o Motion by Bobbie Wosika to approve resolution 16-2021, seconded by Dan Riggs, passed.  
o Discussion on setting a budget work session. 
o Motion by Bobbie Wosika to set a budget work session for August 24th, 2021 at 6:00pm, 

seconded by Billy Krotzer, passed.  
 
Police Department – Jimmy Hansen 

o Discussion of the revision of the Allegations of Misconduct policy.  
o Motion by Billy Krotzer to approve the revised Allegations of Misconduct policy, seconded 

by Bobbie Wosika, passed.  
o Jimmy states that National Night went well.  
o He also wanted to publicly note that the highway 64 block off and detour for construction is for ATVs 

as well.  
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Liquor Store - Lacey Hitchcock 
o Lacey discusses the cleaner/stocker position. She says that she would like the cleaners to be paid 

more. She said that she had someone that said they would clean for $15.00 an hour. She said it would 
be about 10 hours a week. The days would be Thursdays, Fridays, Saturdays, Sundays, and Mondays.  

o Motion by Dan Riggs to raise the janitorial wage at the liquor store to $15.00 an hour, 
seconded by Billy Krotzer, passed.  

 
Parks - Billy Krotzer  

o Brian states the Marv Vredenburg got ahold of the county on the signs to redirect traffic to the 
campground. The county suggested to have a sign that says no campground access. The sign would 
cost between $50.00 to $100.00. Marv also called the state but has not heard anything back from 
them.  

o Motion by Dan Riggs to approve Marv Vrendenburg to get sign from county, seconded by 
Nathan George, passed.   

 
Water/Sewer/Maintenance Report-Reid Watson/Mike Hubner  

o Discussion on the Electric Pump quote. Electric pump came in and did inspections of the pumps in 
the lift stations. Pump 2 at the main lift station needs to be replaced because the metal is 
deteriorating. Pump 2 at the lift station down by the campground also needs to be replaced 
because of bearing noises. These pumps can no longer be repaired.  

o Motion by Dan Riggs to approve the Electric Pump quote amounting to $24,575.00, 
seconded by Nathan George, passed.  

o Mike states that Bruce Beckley tapped into the cities water main without permission and without 
permits. He recommends that Bruce pays the costs to have the line dug up and inspected and put 
back in and that he pays the costs that were charged for the original work and materials and pays 
for the permits that he needs. Warren Scouton was there to talk because he was the contractor 
that Bruce had do the work. Additional discussion followed. Then Mike agreed that instead of 
digging up Warren’s work Mike would like Warren to guarantee his work for a year. If anything 
breaks or any other problems arise, Warren would be responsible for fixing it.  

o Motion by Dan Riggs for Warren to give the city a written warranty for a year, seconded 
by Billy Krotzer, passed.  

o Motion by Dan Riggs for Bruce Beckley to pay all the expenses and ordinance expenses 
as well, seconded by Billy Krotzer, passed.  

o Mike states that there was an anonymous report to the state about the sewer ponds. Jimmy says 
that the report said that an employee was incompetent and that the sewer ponds were not being 
ran to code. These accusations were untrue. He says that it may have been someone who was 
familiar with the city’s sewer system. There is a no trespassing sign out there and the gate is 
always locked. Discussion on possibly getting some other forms of security. Mike says that the 
report was sent to MPCA, and they came out and did an inspection. Only thing that could not be 
found were PH calibration reports that were not done by previous operator. It was also said that 
there is some sluffing happening at the sewer ponds and it should be filled in.  

o It was also noted that the algae problem we are having this year is not the same as last year and is 
due to heat. Second treatment of ponds is working.  
 

East Hubbard County Fire District –Dan Riggs/Bobbie Wosika 
o Report of July minutes. 
o The new fire truck should be here next week.  
o It was also noted that there was a discussion at the meeting that if no one from our department 

shows up or clocks hours at a fire, we should not be counted in the formula used for billing. 
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Old Business 
o Discussion on Moore Engineering invoice. 
o Motion by Dan Riggs to approve Moore Engineering invoice number 27548 in the 

amount of $1457.50, seconded by Nathan George, passed. 
o Chuck discusses that he has investigated some water works for the bathroom project. It would be 

one inch line 20 feet behind the Paul Bunyan Statue and 20 feet deep. They will be taking a tour of 
the new Walker bathrooms on August 23rd. Chuck states that he has gotten ahold of the DNR but 
that he is waiting for a call back.  

o Jon Stewart says that there was a problem with the helicopter pad. It will get done but is not 
currently planned and is not in the time frame previously stated.  

o Project manager Cole Nelson talks about the MN Dot 34 project. Darren and Katie, assistant 
engineers with MN Dot, were there to discuss any concerns that the council may still have about 
the TH 34 project. He states that he is confident that this plan will work well for the city. Bobbie 
asks why the city has not received the second map yet. She asked if the accesses that were closed 
on the first map are now open on the second map. There are a few accesses that have been 
changed from closed to open. Cole says that he brought the changes back and was told that they 
would not be able to make all those changes. There was additional discussion about the needs for 
the road changes. The new plan will separate the sidewalk from the highway and will also be 
narrower thus less pedestrian exposure time making it much safer. It was decided that Cole and 
the other engineers would meet separately with individuals that had access concerns to make sure 
the changes were made on the final map draft. It was also determined that due to the timing of the 
public hearing, we have until the 16th of September to approve the plans. A new map will be given 
to City Hall prior to the next meeting with the changes from the individual homeowner discussions 
made on it. The resolution to approve will be voted on at the next regular council meeting. Bobbie 
asks if the city will be in charge to striping the crosswalks. Cole replies that the city will be 
responsible for that.  

o Resolution 17-2021 is a resolution for layout approval/disapproval of state project 1118-22 on trunk 
highway 34. 

o Motion by Bobbie Wosika to table this resolution until next months meetings, seconded 
by Dan Riggs, passed.  

 
New Business 

o Mary Schwartz from WSB was there to discuss driver feedback signs to put up in Akeley. They would 
be used to help control speed limits. Highway 64 south is the worst road. Brian states that there is 
money in highway, streets, and roads to use towards these costs. Bobbie will lead the search for more 
bids.  

 
Public Forum 

o Kristin Fake asks if Mike Hubner must be on site for any excavation that has to do with city water 

or sewer. The council tells her that Mike must at least approve it.  

o Kristin Fake asks for a follow-up of the allegations that were made of her falsely representing 

herself to the League of Minnesota Cities. She would like proof of these allegations. Brian says she 

should call the League.   

 

Motion by Billy Krotzer to adjourn at 8:01pm, seconded by Nathan George, passed.  

 
Respectfully Submitted by, 
Michaella Becker 
Deputy Clerk 
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