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MINUTES OF THE AKELEY CITY COUNCIL 
SPECIAL MEETING 

HELD AT AKELEY CITY HALL 4:30PM THURSDAY, JANUARY 28TH, 2021 
 
 
 

The Akeley City Council met in a Special Meeting Thursday, January 28th, 2021. Mayor Brian 
Hitchcock called the meeting to order at 4:30pm.   
 
Council members present:  Brian Hitchcock, Dan Riggs, Billy Krotzer, Nathan George, and Bobbie 
Wosika 
 
Council members absent:  
 
The reason for the special meeting was to accept Kelly VandenEykel’s resignation letter and to 
discuss steps moving forward.  
 

• Brian Hitchcock reads Kelly’s resignation letter.  
• Discussion about being able to get ahold of Kelly if there are any questions, but he has turned 

in his phone and keys. Dan states that if there are any questions that anyone has for Kelly, he 
will relay them to him.  

• Motion by Dan Riggs to accept Kelly’s resignation letter, seconded by Billy Krotzer, 
passed.  

• Discussion on the independent contractor proposals from Kelly VandenEykel. Dan Riggs talks 
about the City’s water treatment plants being unique. It is hard to find people that are licensed 
to do the reports and testing for those treatment plants. He says that Kelly’s proposal is the 
lowest and that Kelly also would train the new hire and help with getting them the licenses 
needed. The 1st proposal states that he will train a new hire for a year for $1,600.00 a month 
and then 2nd proposal states that he will maintain everything for $2,000.00 a month.  

• Discussion on the proposal from People Service. They can do the oversight for $1,800.00 a 
month. 

• Proposal from AE Operations. They state that their goal would be to come in and make things 
better than they were before they started. They have a lot of technology that would help the 
city improve things and make everything digitalized. Dan asks if there is a price for them doing 
all of it and what the price would be for oversight. They state they only have the one proposal 
at $6,500.00 a month to do everything that needs to be done every month. Brian states that 
he would like to see a proposal from them that is just for oversight.  

• Discussion on what is the councils long term goal. Do they want to hire someone for the 
position, or do they want to contract it out? If they were to go with Kelly’s contract, they 
would need to send it to the attorney to look at. Dan states that bonding needs to be added 
into the contract. Kristi states that the attorney said that the contract term is too lengthy and 
that each party needs to be able to be able to terminate with a 30-day written notice.   

• Frank Lamb states that there will never be anyone that will be able to fully replace Kelly. He 
knows the system and all the trouble spots. He states that he thinks that it would be a great 
idea to go with Kelly’s proposal. 
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• Kristi states that Herb is doing the daily checks at the lift station and that Kella did meter 
readings. So, things are not being ignored. She says that the City has 30 days from Monday to 
get something into place.  

• Discussion about getting contracts drawn up from the attorney and then also sent to the 
league. Need to schedule a special meeting.  

• Motion by Dan Riggs to table the discussion of independent contract proposal until 
February 2nd, 2021 at 4:30pm, seconded by Billy Krotzer, passed.  

• Brian states that we need to post a job for water, sewer, and maintenance.  

• Motion by Billy Krotzer to publish the position, seconded by Nathan George, 
passed.  

• Discussion on snowplow coverage. Jimmy says that he will help and so did Herb. Kristi states 
that she has not heard from Lenny.  

• Motion by Brian Hitchcock to approve Jimmy plowing at his current wage but that 
the money comes from roads, seconded by Nathan George, passed.  

• Dan says that he talked to Lenny and he said that he would help with plowing and that the 
city just needs to call him if they need him to do anything.  

• Brian states that the city has tried to get ahold of him on several occasions and he has not 
responded. He states that he has COVID but has been going to numerous places around town. 
He needs to bring in his positive test results to get paid sick leave.  

• Brian says that Kella did meter reads today so those are done. They are late so some people 
usage might be over what it usually is because of readings being late. Need approval to be 
able to adjust anyone that went over their usual usage amount.  

• Motion by Dan Riggs to approve the water bills being adjusted if they are over their 
usual usage amount, seconded by Bobbie Wosika, passed.  

 
Motion by Nathan George to adjourn at 5:19pm, seconded by Dan Riggs, passed.  
 
Respectfully submitted by: 
 
Michaella Becker 
Deputy Clerk 
 


